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June 1, 2020 

 

  

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590  

  

Dear Secretary Chao:  

 

The North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program (GHSP) strongly supports the 

North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT’s) I-85/I-40/NC-540 

Foundations for Safer and Automated Transportation (FAST) application to the U.S. 

Department of Transportation’s BUILD Program.    

 

The I-85/I-40/NC-540 corridor is critical to east-west long-distance regional travel and is 

vital for local trips between North Carolina’s three major metropolitan areas. This project 

is part of a coordinated strategy to improve user safety and digital connectivity in 

communities in central North Carolina. 

 

The FAST project contains many innovative safety elements that will help address 

structural and behavioral factors so often involved in traffic crashes. One especially 

compelling component is the creation of wrong-way driver countermeasures at all off-

ramps for the existing Triangle Expressway (also known as Toll NC-540) and the 20+ 

mile extension of the Triangle Expressway to the south of the Raleigh area between Holly 

Springs and Garner. 

 

Once 540 is complete, the Triangle Expressway will span over 40 miles through three 

counties and numerous cities and towns, including Garner, Holly Springs, Apex, Cary, 

Morrisville, and Durham. GHSP works to prevent traffic crashes across our state, and 

urban areas (especially fast-growing ones) have a high number of crashes, including 

wrong way crashes. The BUILD grant funding will contribute to both community and 

regional safety by reducing the possibility of high-speed wrong-way driver crashes, 

which statistically have a much higher fatality rate than average freeway crashes. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

The NC Turnpike Authority (NCTA) coordinates partnerships with local agencies, first 

responders and highway safety officials, and the wrong way driving countermeasures in 

the BUILD project are important elements of that partnership. For these reasons, we 

strongly support the NCDOT I-85/I-40/NC-540 application.  We fully endorse the goals 

of the project and will work with NCDOT and NCTA during the implementation and 

operation phases of the project. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this NC DOT’s BUILD grant request. If you have 

additional questions, please feel free to contact Mark Ezzell, GHSP Director at 

mezzell@ncdot.gov or at (919) 606-7584.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mark Ezzell, Director 

NC Governor’s Highway Safety Program 
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